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SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2008
MASS FOR THE PARISHIONERS
will be offered: 9:00 A.M.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
8:00 Marie Insalata

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
6:30 Tony Maletta
8:00 Anthony and Elizabeth Guld

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
6:30 Edward Brooks
8:00 Joseph Michael and Ann Elizabeth Keogh

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:00 James Rigney

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
8:00 Alex Lappas

6:30 A.M. DAILY MASS TO RESUME
6:30 a.m. daily Mass will resume every Tuesday and
Wednesday until June 12th .

PLEASE PRAY for the sick, those in hospitals,
nursing homes and especially for:
Eleanor Dwyer   Mary Treacy    Daniel McCoy
Sylvia Ritter   Thomas Fanning   John Rainey
Denise Lederer   P.J. Lawn    Tom Heleniak
Lorraine Kelly   Michael Brown    David Osten
Sandy Buono   John Walters    Bill Green
Jason Asterito   Mary Integlia    John Kerper
Robert Knox   Tony Fauerbach    Rebecca Baum
Marian Affilani  Hugh Duncan    Mary Anne Swift
Joseph Horger   John Schoudler    Catherine Murray
Damon Giancola    Susan Dsscher    Carolyn Lawn
Martin Smilowitz   Frank Fitzpatrick   Kristina Sandoval
Cavin Gable   Michael Hnosko    Julie Ford
Tracy Speed   Paul Schmidt    Pat Friel
Sr. Marie Charlotte  Peggy Tilson       Ethne McAndrews
Thomas Galante     Georgina O’Connell  Ken Bradley
Catherine Faulkner  Ann Tobin            Eliz. McDermott
Mark Searforce        Tony Fauerbach    Bill Green
Michaelene Lapuszanski                        Paul Murray

PLEASE PRAY for those who have died, those of our
family and friends, especially:
Emilia Ianuzzi, Carl Reiger, Florence Prodorutti
and Margaret Jeffers, mother of Peg Drayton.

22ST. SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

In the Gospel today Jesus is
clearly angry when Peter
suggests that the cross
should be avoided, and he
says to Peter: “Get behind
me Satan.” Why did Jesus react so strongly to Peter’s
suggestion? Isn’t the cross something we should avoid?
Thomas Green, a Jesuit priest, offers an insight in his
book entitled: When the Well Runs Dry that I think can
be helpful to us. In chapter 3 of his book Green makes
reference to the letter to the Hebrews (5:7-9):

In the days when he was in the flesh, he offered prayers
and supplications with loud cries and tears to the one
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverence. Son though he was, he learned
obedience from what he suffered; and when he was
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
for all who obey him.

Green then goes on to write:

Jesus “learned obedience from what he suffered” and
we are saved by obeying him. He is the way – the only
way – to God (Jn 14:6).
St. Paul clearly realized that this means much more than
just that Jesus is our guide on a painless path to God.
He is not a guide, a pioneer, who has cleared the way so
that we can follow to the scenic heights of God like
tourists in an air-conditioned bus on a concrete
highway. Perhaps it would be nice if that were our
situation (Beginners might think so!) but as we grow we
begin to realize that this cannot be the way of love.
Pampered tourists have no love for the trailblazers who
cleared the way. They may have occasional thoughts of
gratitude and wonder, but no love. So it is that St. Paul
makes the extraordinary statement which grounds all
that St. Teresa of Avila and others have said about the
cross and the person devoted to prayer: “Even now I
find my joy in the suffering I endure for you. In my own
flesh I fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ
for the sake of his body, the Church” (Col 1:24) The
statement is remarkable: How could anything be lacking
to the sufferings of Christ?
Clearly, he could have done it all for us. In fact, he
could easily have saved us without dying. Yet, when the
Father showed him the way of death, he accepted it
totally and lived it perfectly. One of my joys is the
realization, when I look at Calvary and at my own
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flawed love, that in Jesus at least one person loved God
perfectly, as I would wish to love him. What then, can
Paul mean by filling up what is lacking to the sufferings
of Christ? It can only mean that Jesus chose to leave his
saving suffering incomplete, in order that we might
participate in our own work of redemption by the
continuation of the mystery of Calvary in us, in our own
flesh.  This is the greatest love he could have shown us,
 to ask us to be partners in our own redemption. Faced
with this realization, St. Teresa of Avila asks how we can
want to avoid the cross in our own lives. “This gardener
(faithful person) helps Christ carry the cross and reflects
that the Lord lived with it all during his life…And so he
is determined, even though this dryness may last for his
whole life, not to let Christ fall with the cross.” This is
not just a pious anachronism on Teresa’s part, an
imaginative re-creation of an event long since finished.
She has realized, as Paul did, the deep mystical meaning
of our identification with Jesus.

When I first read this passage I was deeply moved by
this interpretation of St. Paul’s words about making up
what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ, and by the
words we hear in today’s Gospel: Whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me.” The cross, then becomes the way to our
redemption. How could we ever do without it!

CONGRATULATIONS TO
MIKE RICHTER

Mike Richter, a one time parishioner and son of current
parishioner Nel Richter, has been named to the 2008
class of the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame in Eveleth, Minn.
Congratulations Mike, we are very proud of you!

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND
BLACK AND INDIAN MISSIONS

The annual Collection for the Black and Indian Missions
has been taken up in dioceses throughout the United
States for 121 years to enable priests and catechists to
provide religious education and pastoral services among
the Black and Native American peoples in our country.
We ask your prayerful and financial collaboration in
support of this worthwhile Appeal.

ST GENEVIEVE WELCOMES
TRANSITIONAL DEACON

We welcome Reverend Mr. Stephen Schultz to our
parish. Rev. Mr. Schultz is a transitional deacon,
studying for the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia at St.
Charles Borromeo Seminary. He will be ordained a
priest in May of 2009. Deacon Schultz will be with us on
weekends and will assist with liturgies and other
appropriate sacramental duties. I know that our faith
filled parish community will provide a positive
formational experience for him during this academic
year.

FR. BENEDICT J. GROESCHEL, CFR
HOLDS CONFERENCE AT ST. CHARLES

SEMINARY
A conference on “Where Pope Benedict is leading us
with the Gospels and with St. Paul”  will be held on
Saturday, September 20, 2008 at St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The speaker for
this years conference is Father Benedict J. Groeschel,
Ph.D., CFR, Director of the Office for Spiritual
Development of the Archdiocese of New York. Father
Benedict obtained his doctorate in psychology from
Columbia University in 1971 and is professor of pastoral
psychology at St. Joseph’s Seminary of the Archdiocese
of New York and is a visiting professor at the Institute
for Psychological Sciences, Arlington, VA. He has
published a number of books and tapes on spirituality
and pastoral counseling and is familiar to television
audiences.

The Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas, D.D. Auxiliary
Bishop of Philadelphia, will be the principal celebrant
and homilist at the concluding Mass at 4:00 p.m. in St.
Martin’s Chapel. The Archdiocesan Boy Choir will sing
at the Mass. Lunch will be served. Reservations are
required. Tickets are $40. Full-time high school and
college students $15. (there is no charge for priests,
sisters and seminarians.)
Please send fee to:
St. John Neumann Chapter, CUF
183 Hillcrest Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19118
For more information, call: 215-247-2585.

SUNDAY COLLECTION
We gratefully acknowledge your generous and consistent

financial support.
Sunday Contributions for August 24, 2008  $8,795.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
RN/LPN- Full time Position

Saint Catherine’s, a long term care facility for
Vincentian Priests and Brothers, located in Germantown,
seeks a RN or LPN for evening shift charge position.
Please call 215-848-1985 ext. 204 or ext. 242 for more
information.

Varsity Cheerleading Coach
At Bishop McDevitt H.S.

Bishop McDevitt High School is looking for a Varsity
Cheerleading Coach. If interested call 215-887-5575.

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
PARENTS’ MEETING

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, September 2, 2008
at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall for all parents with
children in PRED (CCD) grades 1 through 8
(Registration 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.) If you did not receive
the mailing regarding this meeting and registration,
please call Andy Dougherty at the Religious Education
Office (215-836-1994). Just a reminder: Grades 7 and 8
will meet for class on Sundays, 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Parents of children in our Pre-School Program,
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, for children ages 3
through 5, will meet with Mrs. Betsy Puntel at this time
also. Any parent wishing to learn more about this
program is welcome to come to this meeting. Classes are
on Tuesdays 4:00 – 5:30 and 6:15 – 7:30 p.m. Please
bring a birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and a small
picture of your child along with the registration fee of
$50. (checks made payable to St. Genevieve Church) if
you wish to register at this meeting).

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Our parish school admits students of any race, color,
national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at our school. Similar policies apply
to the school staff. Our school does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in the
administration of its educational policies, its admission
policies, or in any school-administered program.
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SGS OPENING DAY
Saint Genevieve School begins the 2008-2009 school-
year on Wednesday, September 3, 2008. Details
concerning the opening of school can be found on the
school website, click on Sister Theresa’s Message to
view. There will be no letter sent through the mail. Be
sure to check Classroom Capers, too!
Thank you for your attention to this important
information.

SAINT GENEVIEVE SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome to a new school year! The Faculty and Staff at
SGS are looking forward with enthusiasm, excitement
and true team spirit to a great year.

SGS students will attend the 8:00 liturgy on Friday,
September 5, 2008.

Student Council Installation will take place following
the liturgy. The Officers for this year are:
Carlos Diaz, President
James O’Connell, Vice-President
Timothy McElroy, Treasurer
Colleen Canavan, Secretary
John McGranaghan, Commissioner for Religion
Roberta Sutton, Commissioner for Ecology/Environment
Shannon Lawn, Commissioner for Public Relations
Class Representatives, grades 5-8, will be announced at
a later date.
Congratulations to all the student leaders!

SAVE THE DATE
The Annual School Golf Outing is on Monday, October
13, 2008. Mark your calendars and get your foursomes
ready. For details or questions, please call Dawn Hahn at
215-233-9185.


